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Organization, Powers and Duties of the Central
Ethiopia Region Justice Bureau

Preamble
WHEREAS, it has become necessary to issue

proclamation that provides Powers and Duties of
the Central Ethiopia Region Justice Bureau by
amending the effective Proclamation issued to
establish the Attorney General so as Central
Ethiopia Region has made the structural
transformation over the prior structure and

reorganized;

WHEREAS, it has been found necessary to
establish one strong law enforcement public
prosecution institution which can
comprehensively protect public and government
interest and deliver unvarying, effective and
efficient service as well as enforcing the
constitution and constitutional systems and the

supremacy of law;

WHEREAS, it has been found necessary to
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organize public prosecutor institution with full
institutional and professional independent as
well as governed for the accountability of
and public and

professional, institutional

reliably;

Now, Therefore, in accordance with sub article
3 of Article 55 of Constitution of the Region, by
the House of Peoples’ Representative of Central
Ethiopia Region, it is hereby Proclaimed as

follow.

PART ONE

GENERAL
1. Short Title
This Proclamation may be cited as the “a

Proclamation No 3/2024 Issued to Determine for
the Organization, Powers and Duties of the

Central Ethiopia Region Justice Bureau.”

2. Definition

In this Proclamation unless the context otherwise

requires:

1) “Region” means the Central Ethiopia

Region;

2) “HOUSE of Poeples’ Reprsentative”
means a legislative organ founds in every
administration level of the Central Etiopia

Region State;

3) “Executive Council” means a Supreme
Executive Organ or cabinet us provided
under sub Article 1 of Article 68 of the
Constitution of the the Central Ethiopia
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5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

Region State;

“Administrative Council” means the
executive organ in which Heads of the
structures of Central Ethiopia Region State
such as Zonal, Special Wereda, Wereda
and City Administration are included as

member;

“Offices of the Region State” means
organs with legal personality administered
wholly or partly by the Region State
budget,

including the developmental

organizations of the Region State;

“Law” means legal frames that are issued
by the Federal Government Legislative
Organ applicable in the Region,
Proclamations and Regulations issued by
the Region Legislative organ and includes
Directives issued by the authorized organs

of the Region State;

“Constitution” means the Constitution of

the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia and includes the Constitution of

the Central Ethiopia Region;

“Criminal Law” means the criminal law
provided by the House of Peoples’
Representatives of the Federal Democratic

Republic of Ethiopia;

“Bureau” means Central Ethiopia Region

Justice Bureau;

10) “Head of the Bureau” means head of
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Central Ethiopia Region Justice Bureau;

11) “Deputy Head of the Bureau” means

deputy head of Central Ethiopia Region

Justice Bureau;

12) “Head of Jusctice Department” means

Zonal Justice Department Head;

13) “Head of Jusctice Office” means head of

the Special Wereda, Wereda, or City

Administration Jusctice Office;

14) “Public Prosecutor” means a lawyer

employed or assigned and administered
under Regulation that is issued by the
Executive Council and includes head of
Jusctice Bureau, the deputy heads of
Justice Bureau and includes heads at each
level like justice department or offices
appointed in accordance with Article 7 of

this Proclamation;

15) “Police” means Federal or Region police

with legal power;

16) “Person” means a natural person or legal

person;

17) Any expression in the masculine gender

includes the feminine.

PART TWO
Organization, Powers and Duties

3. Head Office

Head Office of Justice Bureau shall be in Halaba,

Kulito City and may have branch offices in other
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cities of the region, as may be necessary.

4. Accountability
1) The Bureau shall be accountable to the Chief

Executive and Executive Council;

2) Justice departments and justice offices of
special woreda shall be accountable to the
Region Justice Bureau and to the Zonal or
Special Wereda Admininistration where it
locates;

3) Justice office in woreda or city administration
shall be accountable to the Justice departments
and to the Wereda or City Administration
where it locates;

4) Public prosecutor at every level shall be
accountable to their principal head and to

the division heads they are assigned;

5) Subject to Sub Article 4 of this Article
Head of Justice Bureau shall be a principal
head of public prosecutors found at every

level in the Region;

5. Powers and Duties
The Bureau shall have the following powers and
duties:
1) Works as principal advisor and
representative of the Region government
regarding law;
2) Coordinates, follows up and ensures the
implementation of the criminal justice
policy, prepared and ratified by Federal

Government, in the Region;

3) Develop the system that enables to collect,
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S)

b)

organize, analyze, execute and disseminate

the informations of criminal justice;

Ensure as if fundamental rights and
liberties of the individual and group stated
in Federal and Region Conistitutions and in
other laws are respected;

Regarding criminal matters:

Investigates serious and complex criminal
cases as well as every criminal cases
committed by violating the anti-corruption
and tax laws, with police, which are falling
under the jurisdiction of Region Courts,
direct investigation principally, follows-up,
coordinates, causes to be reported; in the
process where they leads jointly, the
accountability and share of public
prosecutor and police as well as the system
they are leaded by shall be determined by

the directive to be issued by the Bureau;

Orders discontinuation or restart of
discontinued investigation on the basis of
public interest or when it is clearly known
that there could be no criminal liability,
ensures that investigation is conducted in
accordance with the law, gives the

necessary instruction;

Causes immediate follow up if a criminal
investigation of intermediate, simple, and
privately appealed criminal issues, which
have been started by the police, are

conducted appropriately; ensures if the
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h)

police  notify  regarding  criminal

investigation to the public prosecutor;

Informs to the relevant police about
decisions given on criminal case files by
the public prosecutor and court; receives
and gives decision on appeals presented by
the police against decisions given at

different level of the public prosecutions;

Reviews completed investigation files
based on evidence and law and gives ‘no
case’ or ‘closing’ decision where condition
provided under the criminal procedure law

are met;

Submits necessary orders regarding the
handling and management of goods seized
for exhibit evidence in the criminal

investigation and justice proceedings;

Submits Suspended or persons to be sued

those have immunity right, to the
authorized body their immunity right to be
withdrawn; upon its approval, arrest them,
sues, supervises, prosecutes, argues and

follows-up its execution;

Receives blow whistle or suspicious
information, orders to the police, or makes
the necessary decisions when there is a
blow the whistle or sufficiently suspicious
in relation to criminal activity prohibited
by criminal law or corruption offences or
other laws;

Together with the relevant authorities,
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provides awareness of crime prevention
strategy and provides professional support

for its implementation;

determines guilty plea, determines plea
bargaining, decides alternative actions to

be taken; follows its implementation;

Institutes criminal case charges by

representing the government, litigates,
withdraws charge when found necessary in
the interest

of the public, resumes

withdrew charge;

Facilitates the advanced prosecution of
crimes in the case of flagrante delicto, and
collaborates with the police and other

relevant bodies for this matter;

Orders the police to issue summons to
witnesses in a criminal case in a timely

manner and to bring witnesses to court;

Ensure that whistleblowers and witnesses
of criminal activity get proper protection

and defence in accordance with the law;

visits suspected and inmates under custody
at police stations and prisons; ensure their
handling and reside is carried out in
accordance with the law; causes unlawful
act to be corrected; take measures or cause
measures to be taken based on the law
against people who are found to have

transgressed the law;
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p) facilitates to end criminal acts that can be

ended in reconciliation;

q) follows the implementation and
enforcement of judgments and orders given
by courts under criminal case; applies to
the court that gave judgments and orders
and makes corrective action to be taken
where they have not been implemented or
their implementation is contrary to law;

r) organizes or ensures the establishment of
systems for the proper execution of
criminal punishments enforced by the court
of law;

s) Causes death penalty decisions to be
submitted to the President of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia through

the Federal Justice Ministry; follows its

execution;

t) May organize a special working unit that
specializes in criminal activities against
members of society that need special
attention, especially women, children,

persons with disabilities and the elderly;

6) Regarding civil matters:

a) litigates, enforces, causes enforcement,
follows and supervises the process of
enforcement within the region government
offices by acting as an agent of rights and
region

interest of the public and

government;

b) advises and participates with concerned

bodies in contract preparation and
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d)

negotiation of mega government projects;
participates or advises concerned bodies in
other contract preparation and negotiation
believes  that and

when it public

government interest could be affected;

institutes civil suits as a representative

without the need to provide any
representation to the regional offices and
public development organizations, as may
be necessary in order to protect the rights
and interests of the people and the
government; arguments, answers, or gives
orders to offices in dispute management,
intervenes in disputed matters, and
enforces the decisions to be made in

accordance with law;

Effort on the civil despute arising among
the region government offices and non-
governmental organizations or individuals
to be completed in negotiation; litigates
presenting the issue to the court eligible if

the negotiation fails;

Negotiates the Region public offices in

civil sues where the they fail to
communicate with each other; passes final
decision that ensures the public and
government interest; ensures its
implementation based on the decision by

passed;

Causes the embezzled government assets to

be returned by filing a lawsuit in a court of
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g)

h)

7)

b)

competent jurisdiction; manages assets that
are the result of corruption and are on trial;
transfers the assets of the confiscated to

the relevant government body;

conducts litigation by representing citizens
who do not have financial capacity to

institute civil prosecution specially women,

children, disabled and the elderly;

litigates, or negotiates, civil proceedings on
behalf of wvictims of crime who are
financially incapacitated, rehabilitated, and
to protect their civil interests related to the

damages;

Regarding Legal Study, Drafting and
Dissemination

Accepts legal proposals arising from the
institutions of the region Government and
prepares draft proclamation, regulations
and directives, and enriches their quality
when prepared and submitted to it by other
bodies;

Follows the legality of directives issued by
region government institutions as well as
whether institutions are empowered by law
to 1issue directives; proves that it is
inconsistent with the superior law, which
empowers them to issue directives;
provides directive number for drafted ones,

records, and follows its public disclosure;

follows whether the drafts of legislation

prepared by various bodies in the region
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d)

g)

h)

are consistent with both the Constitution
and the laws of the region and federal
government; provides professional
comments on the issues addressed directly
to the relevant departments;

Ensure that the laws of the Region are
implemented and their implementation is
consistent; ensures closely that executive
bodies of region implements its task in

consistent with the law;

Submit to the Region Government a
recommendation for periodic amendments
to the laws of the region in force; when
approved, prepare drafts of the legislation
required for the amendments and submit
relevant authorities for

them to the

approval,

Advises the public institutions of the region

government on legal matters;

Develop appropriate short and long-term

training  programs so that public
prosecutors and the sector leaders can
continuously and steadily increase their
attitudes, knowledge and skills about their
receive capacity building

work and

training; directs and coordinates legal

education and training matters;

Develops and provides trainings as may be
necessary to region government high
appointees,  public

officials,  other

appointees, employees, and private sector
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b)

d)

participants in order to ensure the

awareness of law;

In order to develop the consciousness of
society for law, provides consciousness of
law education to the region society through
various methods;

j) Conducts the compilation, summary, and
codification of the laws of the region and
the Federal Government applicable in the
region, and maintains and disseminates the
laws of the region as a trustee;

8) Regarding registration of Advocates,

Civil  Society Organizations and
Documents:-

Grants licenses to advocates and law firms

who litigate in the region courts, renews them,

supervises their work, examines and decides

on the disciplinary matters of advocates,

cancels according to the law;

Facilitates access to free legal services for
members of the community who cannot afford

to pay for a advocate;

Registers, supports, coordinates and ensures
the legality of civil society organizations
functioning in the region; makes necessary
following-up and supervision to ensure that
they carry out their work in accordance with
the law and objective for which they are

registered, cancels them according to the law;

examines the annual work and financial

activity report of civil society organizations in
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g)

h)

i)

accordance with the law, or causes it to be

examined;

Provides necessary support for civil society
organizations to have an administrative system
that ensures transparency and accountability,

and follows its implementation;

Conducts an appropriate study regarding the
role of the civil society organization in the
building of the democratic system, protection
of human rights and development activities in
the region; advises the Region government,
Establishes an information center that contains
the number of organizations registered and
working only in the region, their areas where
they are engaged, areas of work, the number
of their clients and members, and similar
information, and analyzes this information and
disseminates it through various means of
communication;

Follows and supervises the transfer and
of civil society

disposal of property

organizations and takes measure;

prepares a list of experts who will serve as
auditors when civil society organizations are
dissolved; supervises the proper performance

of their work;

verifies, registers, cancels, repeals documents

according to the relevant law;

9) Regarding Human Rights:
a) investigates

complaints and grievances

about human rights violations, and causes
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b)

d)

g)

them to be investigated,

Closely follows and supports whether the
plans of the regional government offices

include human rights issues;

Designs independent legal assistance

delivery strategies, follows their
implementation, coordinates entities engage

in the field,

Follows the implementation of the national
human rights action plan issued at the
federal level in cooperation with the parties
concerned; coordinates the activities of the
participating parties at the regional level,
and submits reports to the appropriate

parties;

To make the community of the region
awared of human rights and obligations in
terms of the law and to be respecting the law
and cause the law to be respected; provides
human rights and law-awareness education
through various methods, and coordinates
the activities of the bodies engaged in the

field;

Follows the implementation of the
international and continental human rights
conventions that the country has approved

or accepted in the region;

carries out human rights activities that

include diverse and vulnerable sections of
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society such as gender and HIV/AIDS;

h) coordinates, supports and follows projects

related to human rights;

When the matter is asked by the relevant
parties, cooperates and supports in preparing
the national implementation report of the
human rights conventions accepted by the

country;

10) Ensures the implementation of directive

approved by the Ministry of Justice to
ensure consistency in decision-making and
the use of licensing authority by the public

prosecutor;

11) Organizes a legal audit and inspection unit

to ensure that the decisions made by the
public prosecutor are carried out in
accordance with the law; identifies the
violations based on research and based on
the findings, make to be corrected; when
necessary, takes action, use and expand

role models;

12) Causes salaries of public prosecutors and

benefits will be approved by the General

Assembly after studying the current
economic and market situation as well as the
situation in the federal executive structure
and equivalent institutions in other regions
and making increment every five years;
implemdnts up on its approval, the details

shall be determined by the administrative
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13)

14)

15)

16)

regulaion of the public prosecutor issued by

the Administrative Council;

By supporting the institution's service
delivery with information communication
technology; work to implement and expand
efficient paperless service delivery centered

on various centers;

Supervises, administers, follows and
evaluates the activities of the Training and
Legal Research Center of the Region;

evaluates its implementation;

Manages, supervises and coordinates the

activities of the Regional Prisons

Management Commission, develops a
system for legal prisoners to be pardoned,
coordinates corrections and rehabilitation of

prisoners, studies and training in the field;

Performs other powers and functions given
by law or functions that help to implement

its objectives.

the Powers and functions of the
structures of the Bureau

Not withstanding the Powers and functions
of the structures of the Regional Justice
Bureau, the powers and functions specified
in this proclamation are also the powers
and functions of the structures, unless
otherwise stipulated for the Region Justice
Bureau.

7. Appointment

1) the Head of Justice Bureau shall be appointed
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by the Chief Executive of the Region up on the
approval of the House of the Region People's

Representatives;

2) Deputy Heads of Justice Bureau shall be

appointed by the Chief Executive of the

Region;

3) Heads of the Department of Justice at the Zonal

and special wereda levels shall be appointed by

the councils at each level up on the

recommendation of the chief administrator of

cach administrative level;

4) Heads of Justice office in wereda and city

administration shall be appointed by councils at
each level upon the recommendation of the
chief administrator or mayor of each level of

administration;

5) An appointee appointed at any level shall
be atleast a law graduate in first degree
from a recognized institution.

8. Organization of the Bureau

1) The bureau shall have the following
organizations:-

a) Head of the Bureau and Deputy
Heads of the Bureau,

b) Region public Prosecution General

Assembly and Sub-Assembly,

¢) Management Committee,

d) Work divisions,

e) Public Prosecutors employed or
the

Public

assigned  according to

regulations  of  the
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2)

prosecutor; and
Employees employed or assigned
according to the region public

service employees’ law.

Subject to the provisions of sub-art 1), the
bureau may study the overall organization
and work divisions and make amendments

when it deems it necessary.

9. Powers and duties of the head of the bureau

1)

2)

Head of the bureau is the chief attorney
general of the Region government, the
head of the bureau and a member of the
cabinet, and leads and manages the bureau
according to his profession and the law;
Subject to the general provisions of sub-art
1), the head of the bureau shall have the
following powers and duties:-
a) Implement the powers and duties of
the bureau referred to under Article 5

of this proclamation;

b) Approves, amends, changes, annuls
the decisions made by the heads of the
deputy bureau and by the heads of the
public prosecutor department or office
at each level, or causes the case to be

investigated or reconsidered;

Emploees, manages, and dismisses
public prosecutors according to the
regulations of the public prosecutors
and supportive staff according to the

civil service laws of the region;
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d) prepares the bureau's strategic plan
and budget, and implements upon its

approval;

e) spends money according to the
approved budget and work program

for the bureau;

f) Represents the office in dealings with
third parties;

g) prepares and submits the bureau
performance and accounting report to

the government;

h) To the extent necessary for work
efficiency and effectiveness, may
delegate his authority and duties to
deputy heads of the bureau, public

prosecutors and employees.
1) Performs other duties granted by law.

10. Powers and duties of deputy heads of the
bureau

Accountability of Deputy Heads of the Bureau
shall be to the head of the bureau and:-
1) Assists head of the Bureau in planning,
organizing, directing and coordinating the
powers and duties assigned to the head of

the Bureau;

2) Leads and manages the division to which

they assigned;

3) Performs the tasks assigned by the head of

the bureau;
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4) In the absence of the head of the bureau, if
no delegation has been given to the deputy
head of the bureau, who has the priority in
appointment, shall act in place of the head

of the bureau.

11. Resignation

The head of the bureau and the deputy head of

the bureau, as well as the heads of the department

of public prosecutor or office at each level, may

resign from their positions.

12. Administration of Public Prosecutors

Details of the administration of the Public
Prosecutor shall be determined by the
Regulations of the Public Prosecutor to be

issued by the Administration Council.

13. Main and  Sub-Assembly of the

D)

2)

Administration of the Public Prosecutor

The Main Assembly of the Public prosecutor
the Bureau, the Zonal public Prosecutor's
Department and the Sub-Assembly of the
Special wereda Public Prosecutor's Office are
established by this proclamation;

The chairperson of the general assembly shall
be the head of the bureau; the members of the
assembly, the procedure and other details are
determined by the regulations of the public

prosecutor to be issued by the administrative
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council;
3) The General Assembly shall have its own
office, public prosecutors needed for the work
and head of office appointed by head of the
bureau;
4) Head of the office of the General Assembly is
a member of the management committee of

the bureau.

PART THREE
Professional Independence and Accountability
14. Public Prosecutors’ Professional
Independence
Public prosecutor shall discharge its powers

and duties based on law independently free

from any person or body’s interference.

15. Accountability

Public prosecutors in every level shall be
accountable, in accordance with the public
prosecutors Regulation to be issued by
Executive Council, for defects in their work

performance and ethics.

16. Right to Complaint

1) Any person who has grievance against the
decision of public prosecutor has the right
to lodge complaint to the heads at different
levels; a head received complaint shall

urgently inquire and give decision;

2) A head received complaint may form a



2) 1700 AFPR 1)

3) Ak a7 YT
POINCE IONTeET NaoThh MNFT 9PN,
M7 M@ @A ATTRLPT
ATYAAAT  AOADTT  AGCT AT
DLI° 1827 ANPLI® ALF ®L DN
NEA Aovaoph LTAA 1

faol.av/l.@-

4) N300 ArPe 3) aonlt NFAM@ @A
Pod PA® WA PLI@T  RLEDT
mNe  aAhh AN TV NEC  £L0
NPACHT ANT POAL DALDTF  T9PLA
STANT IPS9° P9TY (LE DA @A
Pooehnlfi ANTSLL-P @AE SPGA:

17. 74971 @RI AT+ 719l oot

1) %09 Ao 06TV LE 2ANS

+C 00T PleLP TIEo9C
av 390G aodthhd hANT PoLA@7 158
®LI° HLARTLN PTLADT P AY-9CNCS
Pch? TAt NYIST@9° o071 ATV LE
AT8.U9°  NPANTSRC AChr AN
SNLDTF T LIS AL ATIPLA
S AN

ao(\lt T 0L

antkee - PPN AhAT PPoYE
anteets PLFPTFT POLPNANTTE
o eNLNFG PavqiY, aC9°s

POLONENT AS AhNLTAN CoLIAKNTT
Pawi-C 2CHPT BHLIA::

23

3)

4)

17.

1)

2)

committee containing relevant

professionals to investigate the case;

Head considering the complaint may

suspend, change, modify, revoke or

approve the decision of the subordinate
public prosecutor or return the case to the
party that saw the case previously by

stating his legal and factual reasons;

The party who has a complaint against the
decision given in accordance with sub-
section 3) can submit the complaint to the
higher officials at each level up to the

region justice bureau; however, the

decision of the head of Justice bureau shall
be the final administrative decision.

The Right to Blow whistle or Submit
Suggestion

Any person may submit any matters that falls
within the jurisdiction and function of the
Justice Bureau to the Justice Bureau and the
officials at each level of administration in any
way regarding the issue that should be
corrected and rectified or the violation of ethics

and law that has been committed;

According to sub-section 1), the bodies that
receive suggestions or comments shall establish
procedures  for  receiving  suggestions,
comments, and complaints, investigating them
and taking remedial measures and informing

the public.
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)

2)

The

PART FOUR
Miscellaneous Provisions

18. Duty to Cooperate and Execute

1) Any person who is asked to cooperate
in fulfilling the powers and duties
assigned by law to public prosecutors
working in the bureau and in the justice
department or office at all levels, is
obliged to cooperate if it is not force

majeure and does not cause harm;

2) Every member of the police is obliged

to respect and execute the final and

legal decision of the public prosecutor.

19. Criminal Liability
Any person who interferes when the bureau

and public prosecutors carry out their work
freely, or who does not respect and execute
the legal decisions given by them, and who
does not fulfill the duty of cooperation, shall

be required by the appropriate criminal law;

Any member of the police who defy the final
and legal decision of the public prosecutor
and are disobeyed shall be charged with a
crime under the relevant law.

20. Budget

Bureau is administered with a budget allocated

from the government.

1)

21.Accounting Records
The Bureau maintains complete and accurate

accounting records;
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2) The

1) Proclamations,

2) Regulations

Bureau's accounting records and
financial documents are audited annually by
the Region Auditor General or an auditor

appointed by the Auditor General.

22.Transitional Provisions

regulations and relevant
directives and manuals issued by the former
South Nations Nationalities and Peoples
Region Revenue Authority and Ethics and
Commission

Anti-Corruption regarding

criminal  investigation and  prosecutorial
activities shall remain in force until they are
replaced by other regulations, directives or

manuals;

issued by the Council of
Administration to implement the functions of
the Justice Bureau of the Former South
Nations, Ethnicities and Peoples' Region, and
the regulations and manuals issued to enforce
the regulations shall continue to be in force
until they are replaced by other regulations,

directives or manuals;

3) Investigation and prosecution activities under

the provisions of Article 7 and Article 8 of
Consumer Protection Regulation No. 172/2020
of the Former South Nations, Nationalities and
Peoples Region have been transferred to the
this

Justice Bureau 1in accordance with

proclamation;

4) The rights and duties given by law to the

Justice Bureau of the former South Nations,
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5)

6)

Nationalities and Peoples’ Region State have
been transferred to the Central Ethiopia Justice

Bureau according to this Proclamation;

The public prosecutors who are employed,
assigned or transferred in accordance with the
of
administration Regulation No. 170/2019 of the

provisions the public Prosecutors'

Former South Nations, Nationalities and
Peoples’ Region shall continue their work as
public prosecutors of the Central Ethiopia

Region Justice Bureau according to this

Proclamation;
Disciplinary cases of Public prosecutors
pending in the Public Prosecutor's

administrative Assembly have been transferred

to the Public Prosecutor's administrative

Assembly established in accordance with this

proclamation.

23. Power to Issue Directive and Regulation

)

2)

3)

The Region Administrative Council may issue

regulations necessary to implement this

Proclamation;

The Bureau may issue Directives necessary to
implement this Proclamation and Regulations
issued pursuant to subsection 1) of this

Article;

Make directives to be issued to be published
and distributed in any way, except for secret
documents that are prohibited from being

disclosed to the public according to law.
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24. Inapplicable Laws
Any laws inconsistent with this Proclamation
shall not apply to the matters covered by this
Proclamation.

25. Effective Date
This Proclamation shall come into force from
the date of its publication on Regional Negarit

Gazeta.
Done at Wolkitie

February 28/2024
Endashaw Tasew
President of the Central Ethiopian Regional
State






